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A Guide for Writing to Lawmakers: Support Full Practice Authority
Pennsylvania Coalition of Nurse Practitioners

Great news! State Representative Jesse Topper announced he will be taking a lead on modernizing Pennsylvania’s outdated laws for Nurse Practitioners. He plans to introduce a bill to bring Full Practice Authority to our state. Rep. Tom Murt is standing with him. That means legislators may soon cut the red tape that makes it harder for Nurse Practitioners to serve patients. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]But they need your help – right away.

In order for any bill to succeed in Harrisburg, it needs support from as many State Representatives as possible. 

We need you to contact your state legislator as soon as possible and tell them to co-sponsor Rep. Topper’s bill to Modernize the Professional Nursing Law.

Click here to find your State Representative: http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/

You can send a letter to their office, or email them directly. 

Let them know what Nurse Practitioners can do to address the health care shortage in our state and what the relationship between NPs and their patients means to you.

Most importantly, ask them to contact Rep. Jesse Topper and offer their support for his bill to Modernize the Professional Nursing Law.















Tips for writing an effective letter

· Introduce yourself and explain your connection to the issue. 

· Connect the issue to your personal experience or anecdote.
· Have you or a colleague had trouble maintaining a practice?
· Have you ever had trouble being reimbursed for care by a third party?
· Have you ever had difficulty finding a collaborator?
· Has anyone in your community been affected by a lack of health care access?

· Stay positive.
· Don’t speak ill of physicians (pun intended). Nurse Practitioners respect our physician colleagues and will always work closely with them.
· Don’t use partisan language. We hope both Republicans and Democrats will co-sponsor this legislation.

· Keep it short and to the point. Focus on one argument. Keep it to one page. Only use facts you’re certain about. Avoid medical jargon.
 
General tips
· Write using polite and professional language.
· Thank the Representative for taking the time to read about your concerns.
· Only write to lawmakers if you live, work or go to school in their district.  
· Write to their local district office, not Harrisburg. Keep your focus local.
· Find your state Representative here: http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/
· Additionally, you’re encouraged to write to Rep. Topper and thank him for his leadership: http://www.reptopper.com/Contact.aspx
· And Rep. Murt: http://www.repmurt.com/Contact.aspx

Key facts

· Bringing more nurse practitioners to the front line of primary care would expand access for everyone.
· Patients looking to see a healthcare provider are often told that a provider isn't taking new patients, or that they have to wait weeks for an appointment. There simply aren’t enough providers. 
· Thanks to Healthy PA/Medicaid, over 600,000 new patients are about to get health insurance. The system can barely handle the current number of patients. 
· With more than 9,000 nurse practitioners (NPs) in Pa., we can help increase access to care.

· The extensive training received by nurse practitioners leads to equal or better health outcomes for patients.
· Over 100 studies have shown that NPs provide equal or better primary care as physicians – and at less cost to patients and taxpayers.

· 19 states and DC have already done away with mandated collaborative agreements. 

· It makes PA more competitive. 
· Health care companies looking to relocate rely on NPs being able to practice to their full ability. NPs can help attract business and meet patient demand for primary care.
· PA is better off if more NPs choose to practice here versus other states.

· The current system is failing rural Pennsylvanians.
· 22% of Pennsylvanians – including 55 of 67 counties – reside in designated shortage or medically underserved areas.
· Non-rural areas have 1 primary care physician for every 382 residents. Rural areas have 1 for every 663 residents.
· Nurse Practitioners are twice as likely as physicians to practice in rural areas.

· The current system is failing many urban Pennsylvanians. 
· Medicaid patients have a significantly harder time obtaining primary care.


	What Representative Topper’s legislation does:
· It brings PA up to date with 19 other states and DC.
· It removes an outdated mandate that requires NPs to enter into formal legal agreements with physicians.
· It allows insurers and other third party payors to reimburse NPs directly for their services as a primary care provider.
· It gives hospitals and healthcare providers more control over medical staff membership, clinical privileges, and who can refer patients to a specialist.























Sample letter

The letter below is an example of a concise, convincing case for Rep. Topper’s legislation. Please do not copy and paste this letter. Information should provide on your own is [written in brackets, in bold.]

Representative [Your Representative, found here]
[District Office Address, found here] 
[Date]

Dear Representative [Your Representative], 

My name is Jane Doe. As a certified registered Nurse Practitioner (NP) at one of our community’s most prominent family care offices, I work on the front line of health care.

I am writing to ask you to co-sponsor Rep. Jesse Topper’s bill to modernize the Professional Nursing Law, which would expand access to health care in our community by getting rid of outdated mandates on Nurse Practitioners. 19 other states have already modernized their laws; health care quality in those states has gone up while costs have gone down.

Example of a personal story: [The current law isn’t working for patients in our area. In the past year, two of my colleagues nearly lost their ability to practice when their collaborating physician decided to retire with little warning. Thankfully, the physician decided to delay his retirement. The 1,250 patients who visit their practice have no idea how close they came to being forced to find somewhere else to receive medical care.]

Example of a personal story: [I had similar problems when I first began to practice here 15 years ago. Despite being trained with 8 years of experience at time, it took me 3 months to find a “collaborating” physician to agree to vouch for my license.]

Countless stories like these are playing out constantly, contributing to extra weeks and months of extra waiting for patients who need primary care.

NPs are nurses who have received a Master’s or Doctorate. We can see patients, prescribe medication, operate our own businesses, refer patients to specialists and more. We are an untapped resource that could expand access to care -- if insurance companies could reimburse us directly and hospitals were allowed to fully utilize our skills.

Patients in our community need a modern nursing law, and I hope you will consider supporting it. If you have any further questions, please contact me at [Your phone number] or [Your email]. 

Sincerely,

[Your name and credentials]

[Your address, or your business address, whichever is in the district].
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